
Monday 25th to Saturday 30th July 2022



Foreword 

John Hewitt International Summer School 

John Hewitt, poet, writer, critic, polemicist, politically-engaged champion of causes and individuals, 

and one of the most distinguished voices of his generation in Northern Ireland, left behind a truly 

formidable literary legacy. Fortunately, for the more than three decades since his death in 1987, his 

influence - his work, his ideology, his enduring contribution to our cultural life - has lived on, through 
the annual John Hewitt International Summer School. A typically diverse and creative programme 

of readings, talks, panel discussions, workshops and creative writing classes, each led by notable 
contributors from the worlds of arts, politics and current affairs, encourages lively debate and the 
interrogation of contemporary issues through artistic expression, very much in the spirit of the 

inspirational figure behind the event. The Arts Council of Northern Ireland is proud to be the long-
term principal funder of the John Hewitt Society and this flagship festival that honours the legacy of 
the man dubbed by Heaney, ‘the Universal Poet’. Enjoy this year’s programme.  

Roisín McDonough

Chief Executive

Arts Council of Northern Ireland. 

artscouncil-ni.org



How do ‘country’ and ‘nation’ relate to ‘culture’ and ‘identity’ when 30% of the world’s population migrated in the last half-century, in a time when borders can 

be shifted at will, long-established peace-processes undermined, and political unions abandoned unilaterally?  What does a sense of belonging mean when a 

war can be started on the basis that a leader of a large country denies the existence of his neighbour? 

 

Watching an insular, sometimes xenophobic, British ‘identity’ promoted as an alternative to lost European culture and connections, and seeing fears of a 

weakened union for some and a threat to Irish dimension for others, we’re setting out to explore in our annual summer festival of arts, culture and political 
discourse, how much ‘home’, ‘country’, ‘identity’ and ‘nation’ matter, or should matter in a shared future, and the experience of those who feel excluded from 

existing political structures. 

 

The John Hewitt International Summer School of Literature and Arts Festival is a landmark event within the cultural calendar hosting local, national and 
international writers and thinkers from literature, politics, media and the arts. It celebrates the joy of the written and spoken word in all its forms, from poetry 
to politics, prose to performances. Championing the best in writing, it provides platforms for both established and emerging literary talent to inspire each 
other and audiences. With a reputation as a powerful forum to exchange views on a wide range of issues - literary, political, ethical, social or cultural - we strive 

to encourage both writers and readers to take risks and find joy in writing and literature.

 

This is my home and country. Later on

perhaps I’ll find this nation is my own…

John Hewitt, “Conacre”, 1943

Welcome to the 35th John Hewitt International Summer School.

Finding the nation: redefining home and country for  a shared future



Maureen Boyle

Poetry Workshop:Poetry Workshop:

Sing Yourself to Where the Singing Comes FromSing Yourself to Where the Singing Comes From

Taking Heaney’s injunction as its starting point, 
this course, which is suitable for beginners and 

those wanting to get back to writing, will use 
readings and exercises to help generate new 

work in a relaxing and supportive environment 
to stimulate writing.  Maureen Boyle is a writer 

and teacher who lives in Belfast and is a Poetry 

and Memoir mentor with the Irish Writers’ 

Centre. Her first collection, The Work of a Winter, 

was shortlisted for the Strong/ Shine Poetry Prize 

2019.  Maureen’s  third collection, The Last Spring 

of the World, was published by Arlen House, June 

2022.

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP COURSES

Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th and Thursday 28th July

There are seven workshop courses on offer:

• Each workshop lasts two-hours and runs over three days.
• All workshops are at the same time.
• Participants should attend all three workshop sessions.
• All tutors are experienced creative writing facilitators and published authors.

• Spaces are limited – advance booking is essential.

£66 – workshop course 

2.45 - 4.45pm daily

Creative Writing Workshops



Siobhán Campbell Sharon Dempsey Nicola Harlow

Poetry - Advanced Workshop:Poetry - Advanced Workshop: Crime Scene:Crime Scene: Wild Stories:Wild Stories:

Finding your Poetic VoiceFinding your Poetic Voice Do Not EnterDo Not Enter Finding, catching and writing short fictionFinding, catching and writing short fiction

We are told that we should find our poetic voice 
but what does that really mean? This course 
will answer this question by helping you focus 
on developing your current work-in-progress, 
including individual poems and thematic links, 
through reading, discussion, feedback and 
re-drafting. You will leave with the beginnings 
of a toolbox of poetic forms and devices to 
draw upon in the future. Siobhán Campbell 
was awarded the 2012 An Post Book Awards. 
Listowel Irish Poem of the Year.  The author of 
six collections of poetry, her most recent is Heat 
Signature.  She co-leads the Open University’s MA 
in Creative Writing. 

Supported by the Open University.

Do you have a penchant for the macabre and 
a love of all things mysterious? Join us for a 
series of workshops exploring the best-selling 
genre around, crime fiction. We will address the 
practical and theoretical issues of fiction writing 
and explore the literary conventions of the crime 
genre – including plot, suspense, pacing, setting, 
characterization and that all important killer 
hook. Sharon Dempsey is a Belfast based crime 
writer. The first in her new crime series, Who 
Took Eden Mulligan? was published in 2021 by 
Avon Harper Collins and the second, The Midnight 
Killing, followed in February 2022. 
 
(N.B.: This course is run on Mon, Tues & Wed: 25, 
26 & 27 July.)

Where do stories come from? How can we hunt 
them down and pin them to the page? In this 
course, you will be exploring the craft of the 
short story by developing your own writing 
through looking at the way great story writers 
create character and setting, and work with 
structure and plot to develop their unique 
styles. Nicola Harlow is a published novelist, 
short story writer and broadcaster living in 
West Yorkshire’s Bronte country. She is currently 
working on a novel, The Calendar House. She is an 
Associate Lecturer in Creative Writing at the 
Open University.

Supported by the Open University



Bernie McGill

Novel Writing:Novel Writing:

First ChaptersFirst Chapters

In this practical and participative course you 

will focus on structuring work; writing openings 
with impact; creating credible characters; and 
selecting point of view, as well as opportunities 

for further developing and submitting work. 
Suitable for writers who are beginning or 

developing a novel. Participants should prepare 

a 250-word synopsis of their novel in advance.  

Bernie McGill is the author of two novels, The 

Butterfly Cabinet and The Watch House (short-

listed for the Ireland European Union Prize 

for Literature in 2019) and two short story 
collections, Sleepwalkers, and This Train is For, 

published by No Alibis Press, June 2022.

Malachi 0’Doherty Joanne Reardon

Writing from MemoryWriting from Memory Writing Radio Drama Writing Radio Drama 

You will explore story creation, develop your 
own writing voice, discover the tools and skills 
to bring your own story to life and write your 
memoir. Malachi will share his experiences of 
writing memoir, explore the creative, ethical 
and practical challenges of recovering details 
from the past and construct candid narratives. 
Participants are invited to write from their 
own memories, and share and discuss their 
work. Malachi O’Doherty is a prolific writer 
of memoir, political commentary, history and 
fiction.  His most recent books are, The Year of 
Chaos (2021), and, Can Ireland Be One? (2022).

You will discover how to develop characters 
and settings and learn how the manipulation of 
dramatic dialogue tells a story without the need 
for images. Dialogue is how the listener engages 
dramatically with the world of a radio play: 
the characters have to inform, argue, amuse, 
outrage, through what they say not what they 
do. Great radio plays are made through great 
dramatic dialogue. Joanne Reardon is a writer 
of fiction, drama and poetry.  Her plays and 
adaptations have been produced on BBC Radio 
4. She is a Creative Writing lecturer at the Open 
University.  
 

Supported by the Open University

Creative Writing Workshops



Olivia FitzsimonsSue DivinHeather Richardson

Write To Breakthrough:Write To Breakthrough:Stitches and Stories: Stitches and Stories: 

Tips on how to get a novel publishedTips on how to get a novel published
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of fiction, drama and poetry.  Her plays and 
adaptations have been produced on BBC Radio 
4. She is a Creative Writing lecturer at the Open 

Olivia Fitzsimons is from County Down and now 
lives and works in Wicklow as a screenwriter and 
in film.  Her first novel, The Quiet Whispers Never 
Stop, was an Irish Writers’ Centre Novel Fair 
Winner in 2020.

Is getting a publication deal just about pure 
luck? Can you make your own luck? This 
workshop is ideal for beginner and emerging 
writers working on a novel or hoping to achieve 
that elusive novel deal. Co-facilitated by Sue 
Divin and Olivia Fitzsimons, they will focus on 
competition and other ways to get your work in 
front of agents and publishers. 
 
Sue Divin is a Derry based writer who has 
published in a wide range of literary journals. 
Her two novels, Guard Your Heart (shortlisted 
for the Carnegie Medal) and Truth Be Told have 
received critical acclaim.

Coming together to sew, a creative space is opened 
up inside us with opportunities to explore ideas and 

memories. In this practical workshop, you will work on 
your own stitched ‘pocket amulet’ – a keepsake for your 
hopes and dreams. As we stitch, we will discuss our 

responses to a series of textile-related prompts, with 

optional pauses for writing. No previous sewing or 

writing experience is required. Heather Richardson 

is a writer, a visual artist and a creative writing lecturer 

at the Open University. Her work has been widely 
published in the UK, Ireland, Europe and Australia.  The 
author of two novels, Magdeburg, and Doubting Thomas, 

which won the 2020 Brian Moore Short Story Award. As 

a visual artist, her work combines words and textiles to 
explore memory and history. 

 

Supported by the Open University.

SATURDAY 30th July WORKSHOPS

Creative Writing Workshops - 9.45am - 12.45pm  - £15 each



Monday 25th July

Doors 11.15am | Tickets £10

Opening Address - Professor Olivette Otele

Rethinking the Past: Working Towards Equitable Societies.

Olivette Otele is the UK’s first black female Professor of History of Slavery at Bristol University. Her research covers transnational history and the link between 
history, collective memory and geopolitics, exploring how Britain and France have addressed questions of citizenship, race and identity through the politics of 
remembrance. It also enquires into the value of public gestures, the impact of memory and memorialisation processes in public spaces, and the history and 
memories of people of African descent.

Professor Otele holds a PhD in History from the Sorbonne University, Paris. She has co-authored 19 academic publications and two edited volumes, including 
MISSING MEMORIALS AND ABSENT BODIES: Negotiating Post-conflict Memorialisation (Palgrave, 2019), and DOES DISCRIMINATION SHAPE IDENTITY? Identity Politics 
and Minorities in the English-Speaking World and in France: Rhetoric and Reality (Routledge. 2011). She is a regular contributor to the BBC’s History and Radio 
publications and documentaries.
 
Presented in association with Commission for Victims and Survivors for Northern Ireland.

Credit Adrian Sherratt.



Doors 1.30pm | Tickets £10 Jan Carson’s first novel, Malcolm Orange Disappears, was 

published in 2014 to critical acclaim, and her second novel, 

The Fire Starters (2019), won the EU Prize for Literature and 
shortlisted for the Dalkey Novel of the Year Award. She was 
shortlisted for the BBC National Short Story Award and the Seán 
Ó Faoláin Short Story Prize. Jan’s latest novel, The Raptures, is an 

inventive and moving account of small-town Ulster life, where 

several children from the same village succumb to a mysterious 

illness, and the quest to discover the cause has devastating and 

extraordinary consequences. 

 

‘One of the most exciting and original Northern Irish writers of her 

generation.’ The Sunday Times  
 

Jan will be in conversation with Andrew Cunning, a Belfast based 

theologian, whose writings address the intersections between 

literature, theology, politics and religion.  His first book, 
Marilynne Robinson, Theologian of the Ordinary, was published 

by Bloomsbury,  2020.

Jan Carson
in conversation with…Andrew Cunning.

Fiction

Credit Frankie Quinn.



Paul Maddern

Paul Maddern has four publications with Templar Poetry, including, The Tipping 

Line (2018). His poem, ‘Effacé’, is on the N. Ireland GCSE syllabus. He is the 
proprietor of The River Mill Writers Retreat in Co. Down. 

Doors 7.00pm | Tickets £10

Queering the Green (Lifeboat Press, 2021) brings together 31 of the most 
distinctive Irish poets to emerge since 2000, who represent the multiplicity and 

vibrancy of the queer experience in 21st Century Ireland. Several are already 
recognised as leading poets in Ireland, but the anthology also includes poets at 

the beginning of their career who are redefining the landscape of Irish poetry. 
This anthology addresses the exclusions of the past, speaks to the diversity of the 
present, and points towards the radical possibilities of the future.  Hosted by the 

anthology’s editor Paul Maddern, four of those poets join him to read their work. 

 lifeboatpress.com

Queering the Green: Post-2000 Queer Irish Poetry 

Edited by Dr Paul Maddern.

Poetry

Monday 25th July



Simon Costello

Simon Costello’s work is published 
in Bath Magg, The London Magazine, 
The Moth, The Stinging Fly, The Rialto, 
Magma, The Irish Times, Poetry Ireland 
Review, The North, Rattle, RTÉ Radio and 

The Tangerine. 

Jane Clarke

Jane Clarke is the author of two 

collections, The River and When the Tree 

Falls (Bloodaxe Books 2015/2019). 
Jane’s third collection will be 

published by Bloodaxe in June 2023.

Chandrika 
Narayanah-Mohan

Chandrika Narayanah-Mohan is a 

Dublin-based writer and performer 

from India. Her work has been 
published in Writing Home: The ‘New 

Irish’ Poets and Local Wonders (Dedalus 

Press), the Irish Chair of Poetry’s Hold 

Open the Door anthology, Queering the 

Green (Lifeboat Press), Banshee, and 

Poetry Ireland Review amongst others. 

Padraig Regan

Padraig Regan’s debut poetry 

collection Some Integrity was 

published by Carcanet in 2022. They 
are the author of two previous poetry 

pamphlets, Delicious (Lifeboat, 2016), 
and, Who Seemed Alive & Altogether 

Real (Emma Press, 2017).

Credit Tristan Hutchinson.



Doors 8.30pm | Tickets £15
Featuring Séamus Maguire & Niamh Crowley [violin], Ken Rice [viola] 

and Neil Martin [cello].

Since it was formed in 1999, the wonderful West Ocean String Quartet has 

received world-wide acclaim, garnering rave reviews and plaudits from critics 

and audiences in Ireland, America, Japan, Australia and Europe. Within the 

quartet, the worlds of traditional and classical music meet and fuse effortlessly, 
the quartet’s unique voice fearlessly willing to navigate the space in-between.

Their fifth album, ‘Atlantic Edge’, has been curated from the broad musical 

spectrum of the West Coast of Ireland – from the swinging barn dances of West 
Donegal down to the grand song-airs and rousing polkas of Kerry. The John 
Hewitt Society is delighted that the festival has been included as one of the first 
dates on this album’s launch tour.

 

 

‘A musical odyssey to soothe and stimulate the imagination’ 

Siobhan Long, Irish Times

Gala Concert with The West Ocean String Quartet

Performance

Monday 25th July 2022



Tuesday 26th July 2022

Doors 9.45am | Tickets £8

Andy Pollak was founding director of the Centre for Cross Border Studies Armagh (1999-2013). He was also secretary of Universities Ireland and the 
Standing Conference on Teacher Education North and South (SCoTENS). He is a former religious affairs correspondent, education correspondent, 
assistant news editor and Belfast reporter with the Irish Times. 
 
In the early 1990s he was co-ordinator of the Opsahl Commission’s ‘citizens inquiry’ into ways forward for Northern Ireland.  He is co-author of 
a biography of Rev. Ian Paisley (Paisley, 1986) and a biography of Seamus Mallon (Seamus Mallon: A Shared Home Place, 2019). He  blogs at 
2irelands2gether.com.

Andy Pollak:

The people of the South are not ready for reunification.

Talk

Presented in association with...

irish-association.org

Andy Pollak will be introduced by 

Stephen Douds, President of 

The Irish Association.



Doors 11.15am | Tickets £10

Richard Scott and Victoria Kennefick read from their work.

Poetry

Richard Scott

Victoria Kennefick

Richard Scott’s publications include Soho (Faber & Faber, 2018), the 2018 Gay’s the Word book of the 
year and shortlisted for the T. S. Eliot Poetry prize. Recent works include extracts from ‘THAT BROKE 
INTO SHINING CRYSTALS’ published in Poetry Review and the anthology Queer Life, Queer Love 
(Muswell Press). Richard’s poetry has been translated into German and French. He is a creative writing 
lecturer at Goldsmiths, University of London. 

Victoria Kennefick’s first collection Eat or We Both Starve (Carcanet, 2021) was shortlisted for the 
Costa 2021 Poetry Award and the T. S. Eliot Prize 2021. It was a book of the year in The Guardian, The 
Telegraph, The Irish Times, The Sunday Independent and The White Review. She is a recipient of a Next 
Generation Artist Award from the Arts Council of Ireland.

Presented in association with Poetry Ireland. poetryireland.ie

Tuesday 26th July 2022



Doors 1.30pm | Tickets £10
David Park is an award-winning author from Co. Down.  His novels include, The Truth Commissioner 

and The Light of Amsterdam, shortlisted for the 2014 International IMPAC Prize. In 2014, The Poets’ 

Wives, was selected as Belfast’s Choice for One City One Book and in 2019, Travelling in a Strange 

Land, was awarded the  Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year. He is a recipient of a Major Artist 

Award from the Arts Council of N. Ireland. 
 

David’s new novel, Spies in Canaan, is a bold and unsettling parable about guilt, atonement and 

redemption. Taut, atmospheric and moving, it is a powerful elegy to the pain of love, the guilt of 
old age, and the grace of atonement. 

 

‘Unflinching, courageous, wise, alert to the thrill and sorrow of violence ... [Spies in Caanan] adds to David 
Park’s status as a superb novelist.’  Frank McGuinness. 

‘David Park’s wonderfully complex novel is the work of a master craftsman.’ The Scotsman review.

Malachi O’Doherty is a prolific writer of memoir, political 
commentary, history and fiction. His latest  publication is, 
The Year of Chaos, Atlantic Books, 

David Park
in conversation with… Malachi O’ Doherty.

Fiction



 grew up in Lisburn 
and was elected to Lisburn and 
Castlereagh Council in May 2019. 
Three years later she won a seat in the 

Alliance Party MLA for Lagan Valley.

Gareth Reid Talks About Portraiture

Visual Arts Talk

In this talk, Belfast born Visual Artist Gareth Reid will talk about some of his acclaimed portraits. Gareth won 
the 2017 Sky Arts Portrait Artist of the Year award for his portrait of Graham Norton commissioned for the 
National Portrait Collection at the National Gallery of Ireland. 
 
He has exhibited five times at the BP Portrait Award Exhibition in the National Portrait Gallery, London. Previous 
commissions include portraits of Billy Connolly, actor Tom Courtenay, HRH Prince of Wales for Hillsborough 
Castle and portraits of Sir George Mathewson and Stephen Hester for RBS. His work is held in the collections 
of RBS, Ralph Lauren, The Old Bailey and the Arts Council of Northern Ireland. 

Tuesday 26th July 2022

Doors 5.00pm | Tickets £10

Gareth Reid (b.1974) Graham Norton (b.1963, Dublin), Broadcaster, 

Comedian, Actor and Writer, 2017. Winner’s commission from “Sky Arts’ 

Portrait Artist of the Year 2017”. Presented, Storyvault Films, 2017. © 

Reserved National Gallery of Ireland

Credit Gareth Reid, Graham Norton and Self-Portrait. 



Sorcha Eastwood Alex Kane

Alex Kane is for most of his time a 
political columnist and commentator 
working across a range of newspaper, 
magazine, radio and TV platforms. He 
first arrived in Armagh in 1961 after 
2 years in an orphanage: and quite 
liked the change.

Sorcha Eastwood grew up in Lisburn 
and was elected to Lisburn and 
Castlereagh Council in May 2019. 
Three years later she won a seat in the 
2022 Assembly election and is now an 
Alliance Party MLA for Lagan Valley.

Lilian Seenoi-Barr

Lilian Seenoi-Barr is programme 
manager at the North-West Migrants 
Forum. In Kenya, she campaigned for 
the rights of Maasai women and girls, 
particularly around female genital 
mutilation and early forced marriage. 
Since June 2021, she has been an 
SDLP councillor for the Foyleside ward 
on Derry City and Strabane District 
Council.

Alan Meban

Alan Meban is a Belfast-based 
freelance journalist who blogs about 
arts and politics. He live-streams 
civic, academic and political events 
and produces podcasts and radio 
programmes. He’s a director at 
FactCheckNI and a member of the 
Corrymeela Community.  

Where is home?

Panel

The Slugger O’Toole blog invites three guests from the world of politics to explore where home has been, where 
it is today, whether home can be one place or many, and what could shift that sense of belonging in the future.                  
Sorcha Eastwood, Alex Kane and Lilian Seenoi-Barr will be in conversation with host and chair Alan Meban. 
 
Presented in association with sluggerotoole.com

Doors 7.00pm | Tickets £10



Tuesday 26th July 2022

Doors 8.30pm | Tickets £14.50

Duration: 85 minutes, no interval.   Age restriction: 14+

From the team that brought us the Olivier Award-winning play ‘Silent’, ‘Before’ is 

a new play with music, set in Clery’s of Dublin, on the day this iconic department 
store shuts - for good. Pontius is inside, trying to choose a gift for his estranged 

daughter whom he will meet in an hour and hasn’t seen for almost 20 years. This 
father’s journey is both beautiful and strange, from the isolation of his Midlands 

home to the madness of O’Connell Street in Dublin. An actor in theatre, film, 
television and radio for over 30 years, Pat Kinevane is a native of 

Cobh, Co. Cork.
 

‘Extraordinary collaboration...  achingly touching gem… a treasured force in Irish 
theatre.’  Sunday Times.

‘‘...another profoundly affecting tour de force from Kinevane.’  Edinburgh Festivals 

Magazine.

‘ Kinevane’s performance works like a spell… a real showstopper.’ The Irish Times.

Directed by Jim Culleton. This is a Fishamble Production. fishamble.com.

‘BEFORE’ 

- A new play with music, written and performed by Pat Kinevane.

PERFORMANCE



Wednesday 27th July 2022

Doors 9.45am | Tickets £8
Martin Collins is Co-Director of Pavee Point Traveller & Roma Centre and a Traveller Rights 
activist for over 30 years.  He represented Pavee Point on the Irish Government Task Force 
on Travellers in the early 90s which resulted in a shift to interculturalism in terms of the Irish 
Government’s approach to Traveller issues.
 

He was a strong advocate for state recognition of Traveller ethnicity which took place in 2017.  
Martin was also a Human Rights Commissioner between 2002 and 2007. He is currently a member 
of the Advisory Committee for the Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of 
National Minorities.

 

Pavee Point Traveller & Roma Centre Dublin, is a national non-governmental organisation 
comprised of Travellers, Roma and members of the majority population working in partnership at 
national, regional, local an international levels.

www.paveepoint.ie

Martin Collins 

Traveller equality post ethnic Recognition. Was this a seminal moment in our struggle for equality?

Talk



Wednesday 27th July 2022

Doors 11.15am | Tickets £10

Jessica Traynor & Nandi Jola read from their work.

Poetry

Jessica Traynor

Nandi Jola

Jessica Traynor is an award-winning Irish poet, essayist and librettist. Her debut collection, Liffey Swim, was 
shortlisted for the 2016 Strong/Shine Awards and in 2019 The Quick, was an Irish Times poetry choice. 
Awards include the Ireland Chair of Poetry Bursary and Hennessy New Writer of the Year. Her third collection, 
Pit Lullabies, was published by Bloodaxe Books in March 2022, and is a Poetry Book Society Recommendation.  
 
www.jessicatraynor.com

Jessica Traynor

Nandi Jola

Nandi Jola is a South African born poet and playwright now resident in Portadown.  Her debut poetry 
collection, Home is Neither Here Nor There, was launched by Doire Press, April 2022. She represented 
Northern Ireland at the Transpoesie Poetry Festival in 2021 and is a commissioned poet for Poetry 
Jukebox, Ambiguities, a James Joyce programme of the Centre Culturel Irlandais and Impermanence 
Way Archive Project.

 Credit Bríd O’Donovan.

Credit Maciek Bator.



Doors 1.30pm | Tickets £10

Celebrating the Short Story with Wendy Erskine & Bernie McGill
in conversation with …Paul McVeigh.

Fiction

Wendy Erskine

Bernie McGill

Wendy Erskine’s first collection, Sweet Home, (2018) was shortlisted for the Edge Hill Prize and the Republic 
of Consciousness Prize, and won the 2020 Butler Literary Award. In her new collection, Dance Move, we meet 
characters who are looking to wrest control of their lives, only to find themselves defined by moments in their 
past. In these stories – as in real life – the funny, the tender and the devastating go hand in hand.
 

“Truly magnificent. These stories buzz with life and verve and humour. A collection that reminds us how glorious the short 
story can be.” Danielle McLaughlin

Bernie McGill has written two novels, The Butterfly Cabinet and The Watch House, which was shortlisted for 
the 2019 Irish/European Union Prize for Literature, a collection of short stories, Sleepwalkers, and two plays, 
The Weather Watchers, and The Haunting of Helena Blunden. Her short fiction has been shortlisted for numerous 
awards and is anthologised widely. Her latest collection of short stories is This Train is For, published by 
No Alibis, June 2022. 

“[Bernie] McGill writes about life, love and telegraphy with a poet’s clarity.” The Sunday Times

Paul McVeigh is the acclaimed 
author of The Good Son and 
Co-Founder of the London Short 
Story Festival.

Credit Peter O’Connell Media 

Credit Jonathan Ryder



Edward Baugh

Edward Baugh is a poet, an authority on the work of Derek Walcott and a Professor Emeritus at University of 
the West Indies. His three poetry collections include, Black Sand: New & Selected Poems (2013), and he edited 
Derek Walcott’s Selected Poems (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2007).  He has two audio discs, Edward Baugh: Poems 
from “It Was the Singing” (New Jersey: Intermedia Foundation, 2002), and Edward Baugh Reading From His 
Poems (The Poetry Archive of Great Britain, 2011). His Derek Walcott (biography) was published by UWI Press in 
2017.

Wednesday 27th July 2022

Doors 7.00pm | Tickets £10

Digital Poetry event…
Live from The University of the West Indies, Jamaica. 

Edward Baugh and Mervyn Morris join Raquel McKee to read from their work.

Poetry Raquel McKee is a poet, storyteller, 
educator and a first-generation 
Jamaican migrant now resident in 
N. Ireland.

Mervyn Morris

Mervyn Morris is a celebrated poet, critic and a Professor Emeritus of The University of the West Indies.  In 2014, 
he was Jamaica’s first Poet Laureate since Independence, a role he held until 2017.  His seven Poetry collections 
include ‘Peelin Orange’, ‘I been there, sort of’ and ‘On Holy Week’.  His criticism and biographical publications include, 
‘Miss Lou:  Louise Bennett and Jamaican Culture’ and ‘Making West Indian Literature,’ and his edited publications 
include ‘Selected Poems’ by Louise Bennett and ‘It A Come’ by the dub poet, Michael Smith.  

Presented in association with The University of the West Indies uwi.edu, The Jamaican High Commission UK jhcuk.org, Jamaica Tourist Board visitjamaica.com 

and Poetry Ireland poetryireland.ie. 



William Crawley is a BBC presenter and a journalist. He 
hosts Talkback weekdays on BBC Radio Ulster and Sunday 
on BBC Radio 4.  He has written and presented radio and 
television programmes on many different subjects. 

 is a celebrated poet, critic and a Professor Emeritus of The University of the West Indies.  In 2014, 
he was Jamaica’s first Poet Laureate since Independence, a role he held until 2017.  His seven Poetry collections 

‘Peelin Orange’, ‘I been there, sort of’  ‘On Holy Week aphical publications include, 
 ‘Making West Indian Literature,’ 

 by Louise Bennett and 

Doors 8.30pm | Tickets £12

Ardal O’Hanlon is a writer, an award-winning actor, stand-up comedian and 

documentary filmmaker.  He is probably best known for his iconic portrayal of Father 
Dougal Maguire in the hit television series, Father Ted, and his role as Detective Jack 
Mooney in Death in Paradise.

His debut novel, ‘The Talk of the Town’, was published to critical acclaim and features in 

the influential, 1001 Books to Read Before You Die. His witty, violent and darkly comic 
new novel, Brouhaha, is a portrayal of small-town Ireland and the secrets it keeps. A 
satire on Ireland’s tangled politics of memory, ‘Brouhaha’ is set in a small town on the 

Irish border during the uneasy transition to peace. And peace doesn’t come easy in 

these parts.

Ardal will be in conversation with William Crawley, BBC presenter and journalist who 
hosts Talkback on weekdays 

on BBC Radio Ulster and Sunday on BBC Radio 4.

‘Ardal O’Hanlon is blessed with a genuine literary talent.’ Mail on Sunday

Ardal O’Hanlon
in conversation with…William Crawley.

Crime Fiction

Credit Claes Gellerbrink.



Thursday 28th July 2022

Professor Katy Hayward

Talk

Doors 9.45am | Tickets £8 Using social science research evidence, this talk will consider the ways in which Brexit and the Protocol are 
changing identities, understandings and narratives of Britishness and Irishness.

Katy Hayward is Professor of Political Sociology at Queen’s University Belfast, a Senior Fellow in the UK in a 

Changing Europe think-tank, and a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences. Her latest books are a co-authored 
book, Northern Ireland a Generation after Good Friday (MUP, 2021) and, What do we know and what should we do 

about… the Irish border? (Sage, 2021). She is internationally recognised as an expert on Brexit and its impact 
on the island of Ireland and has written and presented widely on this topic for local and international media, 

policy, civic and academic audiences.

Redefining home and country after Brexit and the Protocol.



Doors 11.15am | Tickets £10

Memoir and Life Writing: Kerri ní Dochartaigh & Suad Aldarra…

In Conversation with Maureen Boyle about their recent work.

Memoir

Kerri ní Dochartaigh

Suad Aldarra

Thin Places, by Kerri ní Dochartaigh, is a breath taking mix of memoir, nature writing and history. A story of 
a wild Ireland, an invisible border, an old conflict and the healing power of the natural world, it was called 
‘a remarkable piece of writing’ by Robert Macfarlane and highly commended by the Wainwright Prize for 
Nature Writing 2021.  
                                                                                                      
‘An eloquent, moving work of politics, geography and the self. Full of wisdom and deeply engaging.’ Sinéad Gleeson 

I Don’t Want to Talk About Home by Suad Aldarra is a powerful debut memoir reframing the Syrian migrant 
experience and what it is to rebuild your life out of the rubble. Suad was born in Riyadh to Syrian parents, 
moved to Syria to study software engineering in 2003 and after fleeing the war in 2012, lived in Egypt and the 
US, before settling in Ireland where she works as a data scientist.

‘Powerful, fascinating and deeply moving - this book pushes aside our lazy images of human migration and refugees.’ 
Roddy Doyle

Maureen Boyle is a poet and teacher whose latest 
poetry collection, The Last Spring of the World, was 
published by Arlen House, June 2022.

Credit Marcus Kenny



- reporter with the BBC NI, 

Times.

Thursday 28th July 2022

Doors 1.30pm | Tickets £10

In From The West: Louise Kennedy and Una Mannion  
in conversation with…Michael Hughes.

Fiction

Louise Kennedy 

Una Mannion

Louise Kennedy is a major new voice in contemporary Irish fiction. Her critically acclaimed debut collection, The 
End of the World is a Cul de Sac, was published by Bloomsbury, 2021. Her new novel, Trespasses, is described as ‘a 
love story for people that would normally watch political thrillers’. Tender and shocking, this is an unforgettable debut 
of people trying to live ordinary lives in extraordinary times in mid-70s Belfast. Born in  Co Down, she now lives in 
Sligo. 
 
‘ Trespasses is an extraordinary read ,,, pitch-perfect in its evocation of time and place.’  Lucy Caldwell 
 

Una Mannion is an award winning short fiction and poetry writer. She won the Hennessy New Irish Writing 
Poetry Award, Cúirt International Short Fiction Award and Doolin short story award.  Her latest novel, A Crooked 
Tree (2021),  is a haunting, suspenseful literary debut that combines a classic coming of age story with a portrait 
of a fractured American family.  It is a poignant portrayal of an unmoored childhood giving way to adolescence.  
Born in Philadelphia, Una now lives in Sligo. 
 
unamannion.com 
 
‘A brilliant novel. Every page is rich in atmosphere, every character is vividly described.’ Sara Baume

Michael Hughes is a writer, actor, lecturer 
and author of the novels, Country, 
and The Countenance Divine.



Gordon Adair

- reporter with the BBC NI, 
previously Daily Mirror, 
Newsletter and Portadown 
Times.

Deric Henderson 

 - was Ireland editor of the 
Press Association, previously 
at the Belfast Telegraph and 
Tyrone Constitution.

Ivan Little

- freelance journalist, 
previously at UTV, ITN, 
Downtown Radio, the 
Belfast Telegraph and 
Portadown Times.

David Lynas

- worked as a reporter in 
Northern Ireland for 50 
years.

Eric Villiers

 - history researcher and 
previously editor with 
The Lurgan Mail and 
freelance journalist with 
The Ulster Gazette. 

Reporting the Troubles 2

Panel

Reporting the Troubles 2 is a collection of stories from seventy journalists who have worked in N. Ireland 
during the Troubles. 
 
A profoundly moving act of remembrance and testimony, they write powerfully about the victims they have 
never forgotten, the events that have never left them, and the lasting impact of working through those 
terrible years. Gordon Adair, Deric Henderson, Ivan Little, David Lynas and Eric Villiers will explore their work 
during that era.

Doors 7.00pm | Tickets £10



Thursday 28th July 2022 Friday 29th July 2022

Doors 8.30pm | Tickets £12 Doors 9.45am | Tickets £8

A musical narrative telling the life story of Belfast born Mary Ann McCracken 
(1770- 1868), social reformer and unsung heroine of the 1798 Rising.

Local folksingers and broadcasters, Jane Cassidy and Maurice Leyden, present 
a dramatic account of Mary Ann’s life and times, weaving letters and historical 

detail with related folksongs, bringing both to life. Accomplished singers and 
broadcasters, Jane and Maurice narrate, sing, play guitar and keyboard on 
stage.

 

‘This was a most rewarding evening during which the audience were both informed 
and entertained. The music was superbly relevant.’ Belfast Telegraph

This talk will discuss John Hewitt in context: his links with small publications 
(in particular John Boyd’s Lagan magazine), and the cross-currents between 
his work and that of his contemporaries. 
 

How might we understand Hewitt’s work in light of his contention that ‘the 
writer must be a rooted man, must carry the native tang of his idiom like the 
native dust in his sleeve’? How can we read Hewitt’s regionalism today? 

Tara McEvoy is a 2022 Writing and the City Fellow at the Seamus Heaney 
Centre, Queen’s University Belfast, and edits The Tangerine, a Belfast-based 
magazine of new writing. In 2020 she graduated from Queen’s with a PhD 

in English literature. She works at Pushkin Press London, which publishes 
novels, essays, memoirs, children’s books.

The Mary Ann McCracken Show Tara McEvoy 

Voicing ‘the native tang of idiom’: John Hewitt and Lagan Magazine

PERFORMANCE Talk



Doors 11.15am | Tickets £10

John McAuliffe, Ailbhe Ní Ghearbhuigh & Molly Twomey read from their work.

Poetry

John McAuliffe Ailbhe Ní Ghearbhuigh Molly Twomey

John McAuliffe has published five collections with 
The Gallery Press. His first, A Better Life (2002), 
was shortlisted for a Forward Prize, followed by 
Next Door (2007), Of All Places (2011), The Way In 
(2015) and The Kabul Olympics (2020). In 2000 he 
won the RTE Poet of the Future Award. His latest 
collection, Selected Poems, was published in 
2021. John writes a regular poetry column in The 
Irish Times.

Ailbhe Ní Ghearbhuigh won the 2019 Michael 
Hartnett Award and the 2020 Lawrence 
O’Shaughnessy Award for Poetry.  In 2013, her 
poem ‘Filleadh ar an gCathair,’ was chosen as 
Ireland’s EU Presidency Poem and shortlisted 
for RTÉ’s ‘A Poem for Ireland’ in 2015. With  two 
collections in Irish, Péacadh (Coiscéim, 2008) 
and Tost agus Allagar (Coiscéim, 2016), The Coast 
Road (Gallery Press, 2016) was her first bilingual 
collection. .

Molly Twomey’s debut collection, Raised Among 
Vultures, was published by The Gallery Press 
in May, 2022. Her poems have featured in the 
Poetry Ireland Review, Banshee, The Irish Times, 
Crannóg, Mslexia, Cyphers, The Stinging Fly, 
and elsewhere.  Molly won the Padraic Colum 
Poetry Prize, the Waterford Poetry Prize, and was 
awarded the Eavan Boland Mentorship Award in 
2021.

gallerypress.com

Presented in association with

Credit Ant Clausen. Credit Máire Uí Mhaicín. Credit Michael-OHanrahan.



Friday 29th July 2022

Doors 1.30pm | Tickets £10
 Audrey Magee is a journalist who writes for The Times, The Irish Times, the Observer and the Guardian.  
Her first novel,  The Undertaking ,  was shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for Fiction, Irish Book Awards, and 
nominated for the Dublin Literary Award and Water Scott Prize for Historical Fiction. Her new novel, The 

Colony, was shortlisted for the Orwell Prize. It tells the story of two mismatched men on a remote Irish island, 

Lloyd an English artist who has travelled there to paint its cliffs according to his own vision and Masson a 
French linguist whose mission is to rescue and revitalise the Irish language. Both are destined to clash! 

 

audreymagee.com

“The Colony is a vivid and memorable book about art, land and language, love and sex, youth and age.” Sarah Moss  

Emma Warnock is the Commissioning Editor at No Alibis 
Press, the publishing arm of No Alibis Bookstore Belfast. 

Audrey Magee
In conversation with…Emma Warnock.

Fiction

Credit: Jonathan Hession.



Kevin Doherty

Kevin Doherty’s powerful debut novel is 
Penny Baps. According to Oisin Fagan, author 
of Nobber, ‘Idiom, insight and keen imagery are 
wonderfully blended in this funny and wise debut,’ 
which bring an original, new voice to Irish 
fiction in this beautifully told story about the 
relationship between brothers.

Olivia Fitzsimons

Olivia Fitzsimons’s stunning debut novel, 
The Quiet Whispers Never Stop, is a story of love, 
obsession and escape, set in Northern Ireland 
in the 1980s and 1990s. An uncompromising, 
lyrical tour-de-force, it marks the arrival of 
another extraordinary voice in Irish fiction. 

Kathleen Murray

Kathleen Murray’s short fiction has been widely 
published in The Stinging Fly, The Moth, Dublin Review, 
Prairie Schooner, Winter Papers, and various anthologies. 
Her debut novel, The Deadwood Encore, is set in an Irish 
community alive with old magic and extraordinary 
possibility. A boundless story about the past’s hold over 
the present.

Credit Marion Irwin.

Doors 2.45pm | Tickets £10

Introducing…. Kevin Doherty, Olivia 

Fitzsimons, Kathleen Murray

in conversation with Jan Carson.

Fiction A unique opportunity to hear three new writers discuss 
their outstanding new debut books with the Belfast writer,                    
Jan Carson, author of the critically acclaimed novels, 
The Fire Starters and The Raptures.

Creative Writing Showcase

4.00 - 5.15pm | Free

A highlight of the JHISS! Some of those attending our creative writing workshops 
will read their own new work for you at this annual showcase event.

ABC Council - Lord Mayor’s Reception

5.30pm



Friday 29th July 2022

Doors 7.00-pm | Tickets £14.50

 9.30pm   £5.00 (Tickets at Venue)

A wonderful new Joycean musical, ‘Misses Liffey’ gives us an insight into the female voices within Joyce’s 

writing and a picture of Dublin in full song from the comic ballad, folk song, music hall, opera and sea 
shanties. Anna Livia Plurabelle, the female personification of the River Liffey, brings us on her journey 
from little cloud, through the city of Dublin and out into Dublin Bay. Anna introduces us to many of 

Joyce’s women that live, work, sing, long and laugh along her banks.

We hear from Nuvoletta and the Washerwomen in Finnegans Wake, the Morkan Sisters and Eveline 
from Dubliners and the siren barmaids and the seaside girls in Ulysses. The river finally bids us farewell 
as she meets her cold, mad father - the sea, only to fin again, begin again. 
 

‘Comic joy – with a real sense of joie de vivre.’ Alan Chadwick, Scottish Herald.

‘A brilliant new Joycean-themed musical.’ The Irish Times.
 

Open Mic Night

Abbey Lane Theatre, off Thomas Street. Armagh Theatre Group presents an Open Mic Night - JHISS 
Special. Poetry, Yarns, Songs & Surprises

All Proceeds go directly to Armagh Theatre Group.

Misses Liffey - Created & Performed by Darina Gallagher and Sinead Murphy.

PERFORMANCE



Doors 8.30-pm | Tickets £12

CRIME FICTION SPECIAL

in conversation with Stuart Neville.

Val McDermid
Val McDermid, ‘the Queen of Crime,’ is an international bestselling author whose books have been 
translated into more than forty languages. Her multi award-winning series and standalone novels have 
been adapted for TV and radio, most notably the ‘Wire In The Blood’ series featuring Dr Tony Hill and DCI 
Carol Jordan. ‘1979’ was published in 2021, the first in a new series featuring Allie Burns and  ‘1989’  is 
due in August 2022. 

‘One of today’s most accomplished crime writers.’ Literary Review

Mark Billingham

Mark Billingham is regarded as the Statesman of Crime Fiction. His novels have now sold over six million 
copies and he has had twenty-one Sunday Times bestsellers. ‘Sleepyhead’, his first novel, has now sold in 
thirty languages, and two TV series have been made of his books – ‘Thorne by Sky’ for Sky One and ‘In The 
Dark’ for BBC. Mark’s latest novel is, ‘Rabbit Hole’ ( Grove Atlantic, 2021).

‘One of the most consistently entertaining, insightful crime writers working today.’ Gillian Flynn

Award-winning Co Armagh writer Stuart Neville, 
whose new thriller, ‘The House of Ashes’ has been 
critically acclaimed, hosts the Crime Fiction panel with 
two of today’s most popular and highly successful 
crime writers. 
 
stuartneville.com

 Crime Fiction 

Credit Charlotte Graham.



Stepping away from his well know Portraiture work, in this exhibition Belfast 
born Gareth Reid explores new subjects and styles of painting in this first 
solo show in Northern Ireland for a decade.

Now resident in Glasgow, Gareth is a life drawing and portraiture tutor/

visiting lecturer, previously at Glasgow School of Art, and gives talks about his 
works at the National Gallery of Scotland, Edinburgh and the National Portrait 
Gallery, London.

He has shown on five occasions at the BP Portrait Award in the National 
Portrait Gallery in London. In 2017 he won Sky Arts Portrait Artist of the Year 
for a painting of Graham Norton commissioned by the National Gallery 

of Ireland. 

His work is held in the collections of RBS, Ralph Lauren, The Old Bailey, 
Rotunda Hospital, The College of Anaesthesiologists of Ireland, The Arts 
Council of Northern Ireland, Historic Royal Palaces, The Royal Collection and 
the National Gallery of Ireland.

Exhibition - 25th July - 3 September 2022 | Market Place Theatre & Arts Centre Armagh

Launch

Monday 25 July | 5.00pm | Free

THE ISLAND… by Gareth Reid

The Gallery



Presented in association with The North South Ministerial Council & The Market Place Theatre & Arts Centre.

When Moondust finds Sundance lost and unable to find their way home, the 
two small spirits set out on an epic adventure coming face to face with trolls, 

goblins, and even a unicorn!  In this exhibition Geraldine explores her love 

of nature, folklore and fantasy through traditional watercolour and digital 
illustrations to explore the wonders of a child’s imagination. 

Born in Zambia, Geraldine Hamoonga Michelo is now a Northern Ireland 

based illustrator specializing in watercolour and gouache paintings, blending 

realism with abstract and surreal art styles. Her work intends to capture the 
ethereal and evoke the dream-like. She is influenced by African, Japanese and 
other Asian cultures, and in particular by Beatrix Potter, Hokusai Katsushika, 
Chris Riddell, Hayao Miyazaki and Inga Moore.

Launch

Monday 25 July | 5.00pm | Free

The Foyer Walls

The Night-time Adventure of Moondust and Sundance… by Geraldine Hamoonga Michelo





The John Hewitt Community Bursary Scheme

The JHISS Bursary Scheme is an important part of our Community 
Education & Outreach programme.  Thanks to the generosity 
of our sponsors and funders, a number of Full and Half bursary 

awards are available annually to help cover the cost of individual 

attendances during the weeklong festival.  Feedback from 
attendees tells us that without bursaries many would never be 

able to experience this unique opportunity that has given them 

the confidence to pursue their dream of being a writer.

Previous bursary students have gone on to become published 

writers, lead workshops, host live author events and have been 
invited to read at poetry and writing festivals, work in the literary 
sector or come back to volunteer for us at the festival. We are 
delighted to be joined this year by former bursary students, Suad 

Aldarra, Sue Divin and Olivia Fitzsimons.

A bursary award offers financial support to those who otherwise would not be able to attend 
the Summer School.  

A Full Residential Bursary award includes B&B for 5 nights | free tickets to all events | a 
creative writing workshop of your choice | Invite to all receptions during the week. 
 

A Half Bursary award is non-residential (no B&B), otherwise the same. 

If you are interested in applying next year, then sign up to our mailing list at 

johnhewittsociety.org for details of the 2023 bursary scheme.

Bursary places are only open to those who reside in the North or South of Ireland.

If you are an individual or a company who interested in sponsoring a JHISS Community Bursary 
Award, we would be delighted to talk to you, contact us at hello@johnhewittsociety.org.

The Scheme What is a Bursary Award? 

…’ I had the best week. I can’t tell you how fantastic it was and how much of an impact attending 

the summer school had on me.  I just loved it!  Thank you for the bursary to attend.’ 

JHISS 2021: Bursary student.



Funders

The Market Place Theatre and Arts Centre Armagh are proud to be a 
Festival partner once again. 

Visit www.visitarmagh.com/marketplacetheatre to find out more.

With thanks to our Principal Funders

And to our Festival partner

No Alibis Bookstore

No Alibis Bookstore Belfast are delighted to be the official bookseller 
once again for our partner The John Hewitt International Summer School, 
Literature and Arts Festival. Do come along and visit our pop-up shop in 
the Market Place Theatre Armagh. 
 

No Alibis looks forward to meeting acquaintances’ old and new, once 
again. Should you wish to contact us directly, please visit 

www.noalibis.com for details.



And to our project funders and sponsors

Without the generous financial support of those grant organisations, sponsors, and donors alike, our Festival would not be possible – Thank You.



Support Our Vision

At the heart of our delivery is an evolving and innovative programme, changing lives through cultural experiences, raising 
aspirations, creating opportunities for writers and readers and nurturing excellence. The John Hewitt Society is a registered charity 
and relies upon the support of statutory funders, sponsors, donors, friends, paying audiences and the many loyal supporters who 
come to support our festival year on year and who all help us to make our vision a reality. 

While this is a still a challenging time for many if you have 

the capacity to make a donation to the festival, we would 
be extremely grateful. Your donation will help us engage 

readers, support writers, inspire the next generation and 

help you delve into the world of other lovers of literature. Any 

donation, however small is much appreciated. If you would like 
to support the festival, please do get in touch via the donate 

button on the website www.johnhewittsociety. org/donate

We need friends more than ever at this time to help us sustain our work for 
the future.  By becoming a Friend of the Festival, you can help by providing 

financial support which will underpin the festival’s continuing development.  
If you are able to contribute to our running costs with a regular donation and 

would like to find out more about how you can join, please get in touch via 
the donate button on the website. Thank you to all our existing Friends for 
your continued loyal support.  Your generosity is especially valued at this time.

All Friends of the Festival, who pledge a minimum of £5 a month will receive 

a 10% discount on any purchases from No Alibis Bookstore Belfast.

Become a Friend of the John Hewitt SocietyDonations

How can I donate?

www.johnhewittsociety.org/donate 



The John Hewitt Society promotes literature, arts, and cultural activities inspired by the ideals and ideas of the Belfast born renowned poet, art historian, collector 
and political activist, John Hewitt. 

We offer opportunities for people from Northern Ireland and beyond to use literature, creative writing, art and culture to explore issues of difference and identity. 
The Society actively promotes cross-community and cross-border links, creating events to encourage debate, understanding, tolerance and respect while helping 
to break down the narrow perceptions of identity and hostility and helping to bring harmony, healing and hope.

Alex Catherwood | Ryan Cornett | Cahal Dallat | Dr Frank 
Ferguson | Anne-Marie Fyfe | Dr Myrtle Hill | Bill Jeffrey | Naomi 
Leitch | Dr Paul Maddern | Professor Tess Maginess | Paul 
McAvinchey | Raquel McKee | Paul Sweeney | Aoife Walsh

The MAC – Level 3 

10 Exchange Street West

Belfast.  BT1 2NJ

@The_JHS

facebook.com/johnhewittsociety

@thejohnhewittsociety

Tel:   028 9032 4522 
 
Email:  festival@johnhewittsociety.org 
 
For details of all future events please join our mailing list at 

www.johnhewittsociety.com

The John Hewitt Society is a not-for-profit, charitable status, limited liability company registered at: The MAC, 10 Exchange Street West, Belfast, BT1 2NJ. Company No: NI 41294 NI Charity No: NIC102629

Director: Patricia Morris 
 
Communications: Joe Nawaz

Graphic Design & Illustration: Gerard McComish - paperrocket.org 

Web design: freshideas.ie

Board, Committee & Staff: Contact

Chairperson:  Tony Kennedy, OBE - Vice-Chair: Ryan Cornett



Tickets & how to buy 

Booking online or by phone

Easiest way to book tickets is online 
 
Please visit www.johnhewittsociety.com 

Or at The Market PlaceTheatre box office:
E-mail:   boxoffice@marketplacearmagh.com
Phone - 03300 561 025 

Online   visitarmagh.com /marketplacetheatre

Booking in person

The Market Place Theatre & Arts Centre, 
Market Street, Armagh.
BT61 7BW

Tickets can either be presented in print, or on your mobile phone.

What are the running times?

Events run for approximately 60 - 75 minutes, unless otherwise stated.  All 
Workshops are two hours long. The John Hewitt Society reserves the right to 
change or amend all, or any events.

Latecomers 
Timings for all events are as advertised.  Latecomers cannot be guaranteed 
entry after the event has commenced, Bursary students should arrive at 
events in sufficient time in order to secure a seat and gain entry. 
 
The John Hewitt Society reserves the right to refuse admission and not 
to admit late arrivals. 

Ticket Prices

Individual Festival Events – see event listings for individual prices

Workshop Course: £66

Saturday Workshops: £15

Daily Festival Ticket: £45 

Weekly Festival Ticket: £195

Weekly Festival Ticket with workshop: £250
 

Refunds
The festival can only refund money or exchange tickets in the case of a 
cancelled event/workshop



Attending the Festival

Wheelchair users and those who require special assistance should contact the 
box office in advance so appropriate assistance can be arranged. One carer 
goes free for every paying guest with a disability, assistance dogs welcome. 

MPT Facilities include | lifts | an infra-red loop system | wheelchairs 
spaces | disabled toilets

There are regular bus services to Armagh City from Belfast at the Belfast Europa 
Bus Centre, and from other urban areas. 
 

Please contact Translink helpline, 028 9066 6630, for more details.

The nearest train service stops at Portadown or Newry, followed by a bus or taxi 
journey to Armagh. Portadown Train station is 10 miles from Armagh, 
Newry is 18 miles.

Access to the Market Place Theatre car park will not be 

available at this time. 

For alternative parking facilities, please consult the Council website. A 
limited number of disabled car-parking spaces are available in front of the 
Theatre for blue badge holders. 
 

For more information or advice, contact Box office: 
 

03300 561 025 

 

boxoffice@marketplacearmagh.com

Car ParkingAccess

How to get to Armagh 



Programme at a glance

www.johnhewittsociety.org

25th to 30th

July 2022

Time Monday 25th Tuesday 26th Wednesday 27th Thursday 28th Friday 29th

11.15 am

9.45 am

1.30 pm

2.45 pm

5.00 pm

7.00 pm

8.30 pm

Saturday 30th

9:45am

Queering the Green

Jane Clarke, Simon Costello

Chandrika Narayanah-Mohan,

Padraig Regan

Poetry

Exhibitions
Launch

Jan Carson 

Fiction

Prof. Olivette Otele

Opening Address

10:45am

Official Opening

West Ocean String Quartet

In Concert

 Music

Sue Divin & Olivia Fitzsimons

How to get published?

Heather Richardson

Stitches and Stories

Creative Writing Workshops Creative Writing Workshops Creative Writing Workshops

Andy Pollak

Talk

Slugger O’Toole

Sorcha Eastwood 

Alex Kane, Lilian Seenoi-Barr 

Alan Meban

Panel

Visual Arts Talk
Gareth Reid

David Park

Fiction

Richard Scott

Victoria Kennefick

Poetry

Before

Pat Kinnevane

Theatre

Martin Collins

Talk

Edward Baugh  

Mervyn Morris

Raquel McKee

Digital Poetry Event 
Live from Jamaica

Wendy Erskine 

Bernie McGill

Fiction

Jessica Traynor

Nandi Jola

Poetry

Ardal O’Hanlon

with William Crawley

Crime Fiction

Katy Hayward

Talk

Gordon Adair, Deric Henderson

Ivan Little, Eric Villiers

David Lynas

Reporting the Troubles

Louise Kennedy 

Una Mannion

Fiction

Kerri ní Dochartaigh   

Suad Aldarra

Memoir

in music and song

Life & times of 
Mary Ann McCracken

Tara McEvoy

John Hewitt Talk

Misses Liffey 
 

Darina Gallagher

Sinead Murphy

Joycean Musical

4 – 5.15pm

Creative Writing Showcase

Audrey Magee

Fiction

John McAuliffe, Ailbhe Ní 

Gharbhuigh, Molly Twomey

Poetry

Val McDermid, Mark Billingham 

Stuart Neville

Crime Fiction Panel

9:30pm 

Poetry, Yarns, Songs & Surprises

Open Mic Night

Kevin Doherty

Olivia Fitzsimons

Kathleen Murray

Introducing…


